LOCAL RULES
202572026 Multiclass National Gliding Championships

Leeton, New South Wales
6-16 January 2026

1. Organiser

The organiser of the 2025/2026 Multiclass National Gliding Championships is the
Gliding Federation of Australia (GFA) in conjunction with the Leeton Aviators Club
Inc. and the Murray Valley Soaring Club.

2. Location

The Championships will be conducted from Leeton Aerodrome, NSW. The competition
reference point is Leeton Aerodrome.

3. Dates

e Practice & Scruitineering: 6th & 7th January 2026
e Competition Flying: 8th — 16th January 2026 inclusive
e Presentation Dinner: Evening of 16 January 2026

4. Rules and Authority

These Local Rules are supplementary to the current GFA National Competition Rules
(including SDP010 or successor documents) and relevant GFA Operations and Safety
Regulations.

All competitors are required to be familiar with and comply with the applicable GFA
Nationals Rules.

5. Entry and Registration

1. All competitors must submit an official entry and pay the prescribed entry fee
prior to the competition.

2. Online registration must be conducted on or prior to the 6th January 2026

3. Late entries may be accepted at the discretion of the organiser and may attract
an additional fee.



6. Safety

Safety is the responsibility of every competitor. Unsafe or reckless behaviour, including
deliberate breaches of airspace or operating procedures, may result in penalties up to
and including disqualification.

7. Briefings

1. Initial Safety and Competition Briefing: 0900 hrs, 6 January 2026. Attendance is
mandatory for all pilots.

2. Daily Briefings: Will normally be held at 1000 hrs on each competition day unless
otherwise advised.

8. Pilot Committees

Pilot representatives will be elected for the Safety Committee in accordance with the
GFA Nationals Rules. Elections will take place at the initial briefing. Protest and
Penalties Committees will be formed as required.

9. Protests

1. Protests must be lodged in writing with the Contest Director within the time limits
specified in the Nationals Rules.

2. A protest fee of $100 is payable at the time of submission and will be refunded if
the protest is upheld or deemed reasonable.

10. Tasks

Daily tasks will be set by the Task Setter and may include Assigned Speed, Assigned
Area, or Distance Handicapped tasks. Turnpoints, task type, and task parameters will
be published prior to launch each day.

11. Airstrips

The airstrips approved for use during the Championships will be defined and described
at the initial briefing and may be amended by official notice during the competition.

12. Radio Frequencies
The following frequencies will be used:

e Start, Finish, and Launch: 122.025
e Local CTAF (Leeton & Narrandera Aerodromes): 132.85

Radio Procedures
1. Ground operations and circuit operations: Monitor and use 122.025.



2. Launch operations: Monitor 122.025 MHz unless otherwise directed.
3. Start, finish, and en-route safety communications: 122.025 MHz is mandatory.

4. Contest officials will monitor local CTAF frequency as rebroadcast as required.

13. Airspace

All pilots must comply with published airspace restrictions. Competition airspace files
will be provided prior to the first scoring day. Airspace infringements will be penalised in
accordance with the Nationals Rules.

14. Launching

1. Launching will normally be by aerotow, with self-launch permitted where
authorised.

2. All launch and ground movements are under the direction of the Launch Marshal
or Operations Director.

3. Release heights and launch procedures will be advised at briefing.

16. Finish Procedures

1. The finish will be a designated finish line or circle as published on the daily
tasksheet.

2. Recommended finish and inbound procedures will be advised daily.

3. Pilots should make inbound calls on 122.025 MHz when approximately 10 km
and 5 km from Leeton.

17. Vehicles and Airside Access

1. Vehicle movements are subject to the directions of contest officials and must
comply with local aerodrome procedures.

18. Handicaps and Weights

Handicaps will be in accordance with the current GFA Ballasted Handicap List.

19. Flight Recorders and Tracking

Approved flight recorders are mandatory. Competitors must submit flight data via their
Pilot Portal at https://dhtask.com, or via email to trace+nats@dhtask.com within 90
minutes after landing or will be subject to penalties as laid out in the Nationals Rules.

20. Outlandings and Retrieves
1. Pilots must notify competition officials of an outlanding as soon as practicable.


https://dhtask.com
mailto:trace+nats@dhtask.com

2. Retrieve operations will be coordinated by the organiser. Aerotow retrieves
require prior approval. Crews retrieving aircraft by road must not leave the airfield
without notifying the contest director.

3. The availability and cost of aerotow retrieves shall be by arrangement with the
Tug Master and authorised by the Competition Director.

4. The Contest Director or Safety Officer is to be notified prior to the tug aircraft
leaving for a retrieve.

5. The Tug Pilot retains the right to reject an aerotow retrieve if on arriving they feel
that the site is unsuitable. In such cases, the glider pilot will be responsible for
the cost of the flight.

6. The costs of all Aerotow retrieves will be payable to the Contest Organisation.

21. Tie-Downs and Aircraft Parking
1. Competitors are not to tie aircraft down without first seeking advice or approval
from contest officials.

2. Pilots are responsible for ensuring aircraft are secured in accordance with the
directions provided.

22. Water Ballast

1. Procedures for ballasting aircraft will be provided at the initial briefing.

23. Oxygen Refills

1. Although oxygen bottle refills may be available during the competition it is
recommended that all entrants ensure they have sufficient oxygen for the
duration of the competition.

23. Amendments

These Local Rules may be amended by the organiser. Amendments will be
promulgated by official notice and/or at briefing and take effect immediately unless
otherwise stated.
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